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 Our Prayer Unto you, O God, we give our thanks and lift our
hearts in prayer. May your presence be with us and your love
surround us as we work together as women of faith. Open our
eyes to the needs of the world and fill our hearts with concern
for all people. Guide us so that we may truly serve you through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

December 30, 2011/January 2012


Holy Greetings My Sisters,
There is much going on in South Carolina with the Disciples Women.  We have the most talented and the finest group of ladies in the state of South Carolina, thank you Father God for Your awesome creation. As we closed another chapter, this year, we thank God for all He has done in and through us. Some of us embarked on new journeys that increased your faith, some of us have touched many lives in one way or another, and some of us completed things that we thought we could not. I just say from all of us “Thank you Jesus for such a wonderful year.” 
We are now embracing a new chapter, a new year; fill with many blessings and opportunities we can’t even imagine. I am truly thankful to God because we are still moving forward to fulfill the vision of not only becoming “One Church” but a “Transformational Church!”  To God we give all the glory.
We have a full agenda this year, with God’s guidance, and we need each of you to help make it possible. A great speaker once said, ‘Trust in God, who knows your heart, your pass and your future...…seek the perfect purpose that only He has. You will not do a new thing but God will do a new thing through you to change the world,” and I simply add, God will do a new thing to change the face of the Disciples Women and extend it to the church and beyond.  What an awesome God we serve.  Those words summarize how God has worked and will continue to work in the lives of each of you.  
The first item on the agenda is the Nominating Committee, chairperson Elder Clara Pryor, Zion Pilgrim CC.  It is my prayer that, when she email or call you to serve in a position, you will remember the words of the great speaker and say “Yes”.
Staff Fellowship meeting:  I will be leaving January 25th and returning January 29th. The meeting will be in Atlanta, GA.  this year. I am asking for your prayers not only for safe traveling but while I am attending the meeting, that I may represent the women of South Carolina well.
The Regional Board meeting; Attention All Disciples Women Presidents and Vice Presidents; It is very important that you or your Representative attend.  I feel strongly that if you attend your present will make a difference, as well as, you will gain information that will help you understand the operation of the “Whole Church”.  The DW-President Ms. Almetia Brown, New Hope CC, will give her quarterly report. This report will give each of you an update on events, new plans, and what the Disciples Women has available to help your local group. 

The Regional Board meetings are quarterly, please put these dates and places on your calendar.

 February 4, 2012: @ St. Stephen CC, Stephen 
May 12, 2012 @: Faithful CC, Burton 
August 11, 2012 @: First Christian Church, Columbia 
November 3, 2012 @: Ashton Branch CC, Ashton
Attention all Cabinet members. It is time for SERF. SERF will be March 9-10 at Christ Mount. Please make plans to attend and let me know as soon as possible if you are planning to attend. There are some funds available but I really need to know how many of the Cabinet members will be going. 
Attention all Disciples Women Presidents, Vice Presidents, officers, and members; The Spring Workshop/Assembly; March 16-17, 2011 Registration  $25.00. This major event will be at Camp Christian, Hampton, SC. We are looking for All of the DW-Presidents and Vice- Presidents. The President, Almetia Brown, Vice-president, Ms. Frankie Walters, Luray CC and Spring Workshop Coordinator, Gwendolyn Walker, Rock Hill CC, Dance Coordinator, Judith Mitchell, First Christian Church, Aiken, SC are planning a wonderful weekend of learning, dance, and excitement. So, please make plans to attend.  We will be Honoring Someone Very Special, who has worked and still working to enhance the lives of women, at this event. It is a surprise so it could be you. Invitations will be mailed and email to every President very soon. 

We are asking all DW’s groups to please bring the following at the Spring Workshop/Assembly:  $100 for the budget for the year; at least $100.00 or more for the Honoree. Ladies, I know we can do this for “we can do all things through Christ, who strengthen us.”
Mail All donations to the Regional Office: Atten: Disciples Women Honoree or DW-Budget.
 To help you with the task, here are a few ways to assist you in getting your finances:

 Little Lambs Gourmet Cookie Dough, www.LittleLambsCookies.com  (products
 online) Telephone # 1-866-645-5858.  

Fruits: this fund raiser is done during the Christmas holidays but fruits can be used all year and it is really worth your time.  Florida Indian River Groves, INC. P.O. Box 2764, Vero Beach, FL  32961; www.FloridaIndianRiverGroves.com. 

Equal Exchange Interfaith Program (https://interfaith.equalexchange.com) Be sure and let them know you are a Disciples of Christ, so that Week of Compassion receives back a certain amount for each order for WoC hunger projects.

These are fundraisers that will not 
only help your group but will bless others as well. Please take advantage of these fund- raisers, because we really need your help. If you need more information, please feel free to contact me, gloriag23@hotmail.com. (843) 688-5494
 This is one event you don’t want to miss.

There will be a call meeting the dates and time will be announced later (TBA).
The 9th Annual Regional Conference at First Christian, Columbia, South Carolina dates and time will be announced later (TBA).
The Fall Retreat; October 19-20, 2012; Camp Christian, Hampton, SC; Ladies please mark your calendar this is another event you don’t want to miss. The Retreat Coordinator, Peggy Smith, Rice Path CC, Dance Coordinator Judith Mitchell, President Almetia Brown, Vice President Frankie Walters, and others are already planning this event. We want you to get your information early so you will know all of the exciting things that will happen at the Fall Retreat.
There will be a joint Workshop/Leadership training with North Carolina, South Carolina, and the International DW-Staff.  The dates and time will be announced later (TBA).
May the joys of the Holidays warm your hearts and open the door for what God has in-store for each of you.
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            “We are Women of Faith”


Peace,

Gloria Gilliard, SC- DW-Staff
"People will forget what you said, they will
forget what you did, but they will never forget how you made them feel."   (Maya Angelou)

Our Benediction God, be merciful unto us and bless us, and cause your face to shine upon us; that your way may be known upon the earth, your saving health among all nations, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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“We are Women of Courage”
International Disciples Women's Ministries (IDWM) Update
Just Women Magazine 2012
	Subscribe: online or by calling (888) 346-2631 or by completing subscription form (found in the right-hand resource box) and send with your check to:
IDWM-Just Women
PO Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986
Themes
Winter 2012 (January issuance / December 1st renewal date)
Practicing radical hospitality.
How do we extend Christ's invitation to the world beyond our walls? This issue begins the stories from the 2011 Woman-to-Woman Worldwide Program trip to Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo. It includes the country map. (Three-session study will be available.) *** Last year this issue sold out early ***
Spring 2012 (April issuance / March 1st renewal or pre-order date)
Community.
An ecumenical Bible study by Nancy Benson-Nicol. Suggestions for Leaders by Magdalena I. Garcia. Based on selected Epistles: 1 and 2 Peter, 1-3 John, and Jude. Additional Bible Study resources will be available. Pre-order early to avoid shipping charges
Summer 2012 (July issuance / June 1st renewal date)
Social networking.
Finding new ways to connect using 21st-century technology. This issue continues the stories from the 2011 Woman-to-Woman Worldwide Program trip to Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo. (Three-session study will be available.)
Fall 2011 (October issuance / September 1st renewal due)
Valley stories.
What do we learn and how do we grow from troubled and disappointing times? This issue ends the stories from the 2011 Woman-to-Woman Worldwide Program trip to Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the Congo.  (Three-session study will be available.)


Promotional PowerPoint Presentation
This presentation was viewed at the Women's Luncheon at GA'011. PowerPoint 2007 is required.
Resources
Subscription forms
U.S.A.
Canada  
2012 Bible Study Resources (coming)
Promotional Hand-outs
       General Info
       2012 Specific
Poster 
Prayer and Benediction
For years, CWF groups have begun and ended their meetings with a standard prayer and blessing. Over the years, they have changed slightly in form but the  message remains clear: we are sisters in Christ. 
Although we have changed our name and CWF has become Disciples Women and ICWF is now International Disciples Women’s Ministries (IDWM); the message is the same: we are sisters in Christ. 
Downloads
One-page hand-out with the prayer and benediction. 
Create 10 cards with this form. Just print, cut, and share

“Fellowshipping is what we do”
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