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                                  The theme for the year is: 

                “Teaching Disciples for Souls to Win in 2010! 

                            Congregational Goal Setting 

 

 

 

 

What are the top seven congregational goals you would like to accomplish this year?  

Write them down and make action plans to accomplish them.  Here are seven such goals: 

Becoming a Teaching-Learning Center Church 

Engaging on a Global Ministry of Compassion 

Participating in the Birthing of a New Church 

Becoming a Church Demonstrating a Core Value of Reconciliation 

Developing a Corps of Transformational Ministry 

Becoming a Disciple-Leader Centered Church 

Developing a Relevant Community Church 

How might the congregation identify with and have ownership of a goal. 

Here is an example of one way it may be done. 

Letôs say the goal is to establish and develop ownership of a congregational vision of becoming a teaching ï 

learning center church.  Pastors, Elders and/or Board Chairs may cast the vision, but the question is, ñHow do we 

get the congregation to embrace it?ò  

A strategy is to have key leadership to go on or participate in a weekend visioning retreat.  

The purpose of the retreat is to seek a common clarity and understanding of the vision.  

[Note: Ask/ invite the congregation, especially those who know and trust the power of prayer to pray and/or fast 

for the retreat participants during that weekend]  

Encourage the retreat participants to engage the vision in creative ways and share their perspective both in soli-

tude (with God) and among the group.  Ask and explore questions relative to: 

What does it mean to be a teaching center church? 

How do you see God moving in the life of the church that would be useful in teaching ï learning sessions? 

What do we need to enable the people to engage in the teaching ï learning process?   

What church facility needs do we have relative to renovations, additions or equipment to augment the teaching-

learning process? 
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This is a key. Follow the image of brain-sailing (Imagine yourself sailing with wind of the Spirit of God into all 

that God freely and lovingly desires to reveal) and with no limit to material resources because God is your source. 

Share the teaching ï learning opportunities conducive to the needs of the congregation and community.   

Prioritize the teaching ïlearning opportunities. Share the facility design and resources sufficient to do them. 

Design a 7 week communication strategy following the retreat involving the current church classes and/or minis-

tries (especially fellowship ministries) in ways to engage and clarify their understanding of the vision in order to 

embrace it.  

In the words of the LORD to the Prophet Habakkuk, 

 ñ Write the vision  

 And make it plain on tablets,  

That he may run who reads it.ò (Ch 2, Vs 2) 

Hold a congregational visioning summit at which the various church classes and ministries have an opportunity to 

share their expectations and understandings of the vision after the seven weeks.  

Have it recorded for future use in celebration. The focus is congregational ownership of the vision, so work with it 

for the purpose of getting understanding. Then seek cohesion around the priorities emerging for the teaching-

learning sessions and the leaders to facilitate the sessions. 

Plan a worship service at an appropriate time after the congregational summit to give thanks and initiate the teach-

ing ïlearning sessions according to your priorities. It is a worship service to consecrate and offer thanks to God for 

revealing/ imparting the vision for the congregation to embrace.  This would be the appropriate setting to crea-

tively have video or slides of the summit for viewing and reflection. Have the initial sessions presented and offer 

thanks for the leaders. 

Praise God and live into the vision of being a teaching ï learning center church! 

 

Peace, 

Sotello 

 

The Christian Church in South Carolina (Disciples of Christ)  

Pray and be thankful constantly to Almighty God ....for a strong and 

Faithful church....for compassionate, excellent, submitted and visionary leadership in 2010! 

 

March 14: Holly Hill, Alvin; Disciples of Christ    Historical Society and Pacific Southwest 

March 21: New Hope, Beaufort & Christ mount 

March 28: New Beginning Outreach Ministries,  Walterboro & Senior Adult Ministry  

April 4: St. Phillip, Reevesville & Disciples Benevolent Services  

April 11:   Rice Patch, Islandton and Mid-America 

April 18: First Christian, Charleston and Kansas 

April 25: Agape, Columbia and Pension Fund 

May 2: First Christian, Columbia & Montana  

May 9: All Mothers and N. California/Nevada 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T. Noel Cooper and his wife Linda live in Savannah, Georgia. They have three sons and six  grandchildren Learner 

and teacher; Minister of the Gospel, listener and speaker; reader and writer; leader and discerning follower; coun-

selor; builder; and manager; all of these words describe how Godôs grace enables T. Noel Cooper. 

Formally educated at Furman University, Jacksonville (Florida) University, Florida State University, Southern Bap-

tist Theological Seminary, San Francisco Theological Seminary, and Emory University, Mr. Cooper has broad inter-

ests and the ability to blend his knowledge to the circumstances and the subject. 

Self-employed and experienced as a minister Mr. Cooper, who believes that almost every experience in his life has 

brought an opportunity to fulfill his calling to the ministry, has served as pastor of several Southern Baptist 

Churches: in Kentucky, North Carolina and Georgia and Vice President of the Georgia Baptist Convention. He has 

standing in The Christian Church (Disciple of Christ), faithfully supports the ministries of the Christian Church  

locally and globally and has been Interim Pastor of Luray Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) for the past 22 

years. 

  Profiles In Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Pauline Walker is the Pastor of Rock Hill Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Sycamore, South Carolina, 

where she continues to preach and teach sermons that will stir and inspire Godôs people to discover the grace of God, 

the compassion of Christ and the Holy Spirit, and trust in a God of abundant grace who is present in the church. She 

has served one term of two years as Treasurer of the Commission on Ministry.  She is a member of New Grove Hall 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), in Goose Creek, South Carolina. She is a graduate of Berkeley High School, 

Moncks Corner, South Carolina and International Seminary, Plymouth, Florida. She is the mother of two children, 

Paulette Wilson and Chris Anthony Walker and one daughter-in-law, Danielle walker. She is blessed with a five 

grandchildren. Favorite colors: Purple, Brown, and Black, Favorite food: Salmon / Vegetables/,Favorite Music:  

Gospel /Jazz, Last movie seen: I can do bad all by my self / Blind Side, Last book read: The shack / Because of 

Grace/ In Greene Pastures, Favorite TV shows: CNN News/ NFL Sports/ Hallmark, Favorite Football Team: Dallas 

Cowboys, Last sport watched: 2010 Winter Olympic Games. For 32 years, she has been employed at C.R. Bard, Inc. 

in Moncks Corner, South Carolina.  She serves on its Safety Committee. She also received an Achievement Award 

for dedication, positive attitude and willingness to exceed expectations.  

Her favorite Bible verses are:ñO taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in himò (Psalm 

34:8)And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called accord-

ing to his purpose.  (Romans 8:28). She communicates with colleagues and friends, take vacations, exercise, medi-

tate, spend time with family and try to eat healthy in order to promote my spiritual, emotional, physical, and rela-

tional health. She currently resides in Goose Creek, South Carolina.           



News from Our Region:Regional Leadership/Board 

meeting May 8,2010@ Antioch ChristiaChurch ,Varnville 

Districts Fellowship Events: Convention District#1 

meets May 29-30@Agape Christian Church. Convention 

District #2 meets May 24-29 for a District Revival@ Zion 

Pilgrim Christian Church Ridgeville  

Disciples Women Ministry: Spring Workshop  will be 

held Saturday March 20, 2010@Keynote speaker:Elder 

Gloria V. Lyles:CEO of Lyles Ministries Inc. 

Author of the Course:Enpowered Godly Women 

Assembly Fellowship Dayò This announcement is to give 

you a ñheads upò that an Assembly Fellowship Dayò is 

being planned for the June 12,. This is still in the early 

planning stage with no firm decisions made as to date, 

time or place.  Look for more information in the next 

newsletter. All Christian Church members are welcome  

Poplar Hill CC: Will celebrate its 3rd Annual Spring festi-

val beginning on Friday April 30th-May 2,2010. Events 

includes a seafood bash and oyster roast on Friday and 

Saturday  with a paradebeginning@11:00 am. and carnival 

style games,jumpcastles,basketball free- throw lots of food 

and fun, local Choirs ,Musical Groups and Praise Dancers 

will also be featured. Entry fee for parade is $25.00. save 

the date and come fellowship with and enjoy the wonder-

ful festivities youôll be glad you did! Sunday finale will be 

a Welcome Home Bench program @ 4:00pm. 

First CC Aiken: God is definitely renewing us here at 

First Christian. We are growing in his word and numbers. 

now that we are meeting in the fellowship hall, every seat 

is full ,even though we have all the pews from the sanctu-

ary. Praise God! The new building is coming along well. 

Stop by and take look. There are still a few stained glass 

windows that  can be designated in honor of a family 

member or Friend. 

First CC Charleston:Mark your calendars now to attend 

the ñChronicles of Narniaò performed by Peachtree Chris-

tian Drama on June 5th and 6th at First Christian Church, 

Charleston.  Watch for more details in the May-June 

newsletter 

Quadrennial Assembly Updates Early Registration 

Ends Soon!Don't forget...the early registration rate of 

$375 will end as of March 31, 2010.  Beginning April 1, 

2010, registration will cost $400.Photo Contest:The 2010 

Quadrennial Assembly juried photographic art show has 

been widened and the deadline extended.   

These changes will make possible the participation of 

more Disciples in interpreting the theme ñAwake, 

Awakeò artistically through photography. The new 

deadline is April 1, 2010, and instead of limiting sub-

missions to the photographs taken by women planning 

to attend, QA welcomes photographs by any mem-

ber of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

The process remains the same; visit 

www.quadrennial.org form.  Questions?  Contact 

Mary Anne Parrott at 541-386-8766 or mapar-

rott@embarqmail.com.Spread the word!  Encourage 

photographers you know to take up the challenge of 

newly interpreting the QA theme or sifting through 

existing photos for just the right shot.For more infor-

mation on all of these programs, please go to 

www.quadrennial.org.See you in Greensboro, North 

Carolina, June 23-27, 2010!!!!!!! 

Quadrennial  Pre-Assembly    

Event Opportunities Become a Disciple Mission Fund 

Advocate:Wish someone would explain what the Dis-

ciples Mission Fund is and how it works? If you want 

to learn about how the church supports ministry and 

mission around the world and understand how we 

fund our regions, general ministries and institutions of 

higher education, this pre-event is for you. Hear the 

stories of Disciples women and how they have con-

tributed to the foundation of the church and learn how 

to engage others in this on-going ministry. You will 

engage in worship and the sharing of stories and leave 

with an understanding of how our funding system 

works and a treasure box of resources. Beginning at 6 

pm on Tuesday, June 22, and concluding by 1:30 pm 

Wednesday, June 23, this training is FREE and 
includes a shared hotel room for one night, training 
and two meals. Contact Arlene Pimentel at apimen-
tel@ogmp.disciples.org or phone 317-713-2445 to get your 
name on the attendee list, receive an application 

and/or ask questions.  

 

To all South Carolina Residents: 

Notice! Notice! Notice! 

If you plan to attend The 21st Biennial Session of the 

National Convocation July 29 - August 1, 2010 @ the 

Renaissance® Oklahoma City Convention Center Ho-

tel10 North Broadway Oklahoma City , OK  73102 

(405) 228-8000You have been extended an opportu-

nity to register at the Local Arrangement Fee of$65:00 

This offer is good only until May 31, 2010 
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Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery; none but 

ourselves can free our mind. 

Wo! Have no fear for atomic energy, 'cause none of them

-a can-a stop-a the time. 

How long shall they kill our prophets, while we stand 

aside and look? 

Yes, some say it's just a part of it: we've got to fulfill the 

book. 

Won't you have to sing these songs of freedom? - 

'Cause all I ever had: Redemption songs. 

All I ever had: Redemption songs. 

These songs of freedom, songs of freedom.  

Bob Marley, 1980 

Redemption songs. Redemption means to deliver or res-

cue. Songs of freedom. Freedom means the power to de-

termine action without restraint. What mental slavery do I 

need to be freed from? What redemption songs am I 

seeking? How am I fulfilling ñthe book?ò What song of 

freedom do I sing? 

 Recently we attended a friendôs funeral. He was some-

one who stood for human rights and justice and this song 

was sung during the service. And as I have pondered the 

meaning of this song in relation to his life I am also re-

flecting on the Easter season that is fast approaching. 

Easter is a time of redemption; Christôs delivering and 

rescuing us, not just by the cross but in teaching us how 

to live. He freed so many. He gave the oppressed a free-

dom song to sing. Christ gave the poor hope through a 

redemption song.  

And Christ still gives us freedom songs todayéeven 

through Rastafarians such as Bob Marley. We are called, 

as Christians, to live a life of justice, peace, and love. We 

are to sing the songs of freedom and redemption so that 

everyone around the world can be free.  Free from war, 

poverty, hate, destruction, and oppression. Christ says we 

are to give all abundant life (John 10:10).  

So this Easter, what is your freedom song? And who are 

you singing it for? I am singing a song of freedom, hope 

and love for our brothers and sisters in South Africa. That 

they may be freed from the history of Apartheid, that the 

hope of 2010 will bring economic empowerment for the 

poorest of the poor here, and that the love of Christ 

would be lived out in the churches of the United Congre-

gational Church of Southern Africa. I am singing it for all 

the friends and family that we have made here in the 

Eastern Cape of South Africa over the last 8 years.  

And at the end of the day, may we all sing together Psalm 

19:14, ñLet the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.ò 

Submitted by : Jonathan and Dawn Barnes  

2010 REGIONAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  

March 14:  Girl Scout Sunday 

March 14:  Disciple Men Cooking for Mission 

March 20:  Disciple Women Spring Workshop 

March 27: Com Training Session @My Father's House 

Ministry 

March 28: Palm Sunday 

March 28-April 3: Easter Week of Prayer 

April 1: Maundy Thursday 

April 2: Good Friday 

April 3: Lent Ends 

April 4: Easter Sunday 

April 18: Minister's wives and husband Fellowship Tea 

@Magdalene, CC Allendale 

April 11: Old Antioch Day Celebration 

April 23-24: Disciples Women Assembly 

April 24: Disciples Men Fellowship Day 

A teachers' pep rally for 

the Dallas Public School 

system was recently fea-

tured on Oprah Winfrey. 

Twelve year-old student 

Dalton Sherman asked the teachers "Do You Believe in 

Me?" He was challenging the teachers to believe in him. 

If the teachers believed in him then, he told them, he 

could "do anything." Jesus also asks "do you believe in 

me?" In John 11:25- 26, Jesus says to Martha, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

Each day, the General and Racial/Ethnic Ministries of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) answer Jesus' 

question "Do you believe me?" through their witness to 

God's good news. Your support of the 2010 Easter Of-

fering witnesses to our belief that we can do all things 

through Christ Jesus who believes in us. Your support of 

these ministries extends our church's witness from your 

doorsteps to the ends of the earth. Your gift to the Easter 

Offering shares the message of resurrection through. 

Missionaries touching lives around the globe... Ministe-

rial relief and assistance ...  Stewardship education... 

Disciples Men and Women's Ministries... A fully inclu-

sive table where we learn from our brothers and sisters 

in Christ... Proclaiming our identity and history as a peo-

ple of Christian unity...  Our shared mission as a move-

ment for wholeness in a fragmented world... Education 

for and learning from children and youth... Leadership 

development... Evangelism Training... Hands on mission 

work Global and domestic partnerships...Your gift says 

"You believe in the power of the resurrection!" 

Easter Special Day Offering 

March 28 and April 4 

http://www.disciplesmissionfund.org/LinkClick.aspx?link=479&tabid=383


 

Old Antioch  Day Celebration  

Will be held on Sunday April 11,2010 

@ 4:00pm 

Old Antioch,  Hwy 3 Allendale, SC 

Guest Speakers Rev. Rudolph and May Dixon  

 

 

            Cover Dish Fellowship on the Grounds 

 @ 5:00pm 

Please Come enjoy and bring a cover dish of your Choice  

 

 

NOTE!       NOTE! 

For the Mayð June newsletter, 

The due date for articles is  

May 14,2010 

Please submit any articles, church activities, church 

Anniversaries, etc. to the Regional Church Office at: 

roccsc@aol.com  

 

We rejoice in sharing the news of God at work 

from our doorsteps to the ends of the earth  

and from the ends of the earth to our doorsteps. 

 

 


