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Our God is an awesome God! 

The theme of the South Carolina Regional Conference of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is 

“Teaching Disciples for Souls to Win!” The focus scripture: Matthew 28:18-20.   

                      It will feature as our Friday night keynoter: 

 

 The Rev. Ron Degges, President, Disciples Home Missions 

 

The Rev. Ronald J. Degges is gifted with a deep, joyous, articulate, and always 

respectful-of-others faith that has been a constant inspiration to his parishioners, 

colleagues in ministry, and ecumenical and interfaith partners. Ron motivates and 

inspires people. He sees the qualities of others and taps into them, inviting and 

guiding them to contribute. 

 

 

The setting will be set on Friday morning with Pastors Preaching a Power-packed Word on the Seven 

Active Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12)  

1 Blessed are the poor in spirit by Pastor William Reese, Central CC, Beaufort  

2 Blessed are they who mourn by Pastor Lula Samuel, Path of Life, Columbia 

3 Blessed are the meek by Pastor Steven Lynes, St Stephen CC, St Stephen  

4 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness by Pastor Eva Husser, St Phillip CC, Reeves-

ville 

5 Blessed are the merciful by Pastor Torrie Osgood, First CC, Columbia 

6 Blessed are the pure of heart by Pastor Roy Tucker, Cypress Creek CC, Walterboro 

7 Blessed are the peacemakers by Pastor Noel Cooper, Luray CC, Luray 

 

Saturday we will hear a daring and discerning word on the Seven Churches of Asia (Revelation 2;3)   

1 The Church at Ephesus by Pastor Joseph Brown, Canaan CC, Moncks Corner 

2 The Church at Smyrna by Pastor William "Bill" Genda  Sun Coast C C, Myrtle Beach  

3 The Church at Pergamum by Pastor Susie Cobb, Agape CC, Columbia 

4 The Church at Thyatira by Pastor Ken McDonald  First CC Aiken  

5 The Church at Sardis by Pastor Johnny Smalls, Greater Cherry Grove CC, Hampton 

6 The Church at Philadelphia by Pastor Freddie Lawton, Sr., Antioch CC, Varnville 

7 The Church at Laodicea by Pastor Johnny Brown, Three Mile Creek CC, Ehrhardt 

mailto:roccsc@aol.com


 

Note:  The Pentecost Offering is the primary way to support the New Church movement.  

The 2010 theme is Expanding the Table. As Disciples we welcome and embrace all who will 

come to the table with the love of Jesus Christ. As the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) our 

table is expanding.  Money collected through the Pentecost Offering is evenly divided between 

the New Church Ministry, which represents the wider church, and the region where the giving 

congregation is located.  We are a tithing region. We commit ten percent or more of our Re-

gional Financial income to Disciples Mission Fund! Halleluiah! I encourage your support of this 

special day offering which is scheduled to be received on May 16 and May 23, however, your 

congregation can donate to the Pentecost Offering on any Sunday. We are hopeful that your con-

gregation will be able to participate in the special day offering.  

Your support insures that Disciples will continue to be and share the good news of Jesus Christ. To-

gether, we are building a world with hope. Together, we are building a church with a vision. Together 

we are extending God‟s amazing, abundant and always-present grace. 

 

Congregations up next to visit for Sunday worship as of this publication are:  Brinier CC, Holly Hill; 

Central CC, Port Royal; Faithful CC, Beaufort; First Christian Church, Jackson; Holly Hill CC, Alvin; 

Macedonia #1 CC, Ehrhardt; Magdalene CC, Allendale; and Three Mile Creek CC, Ehrhardt. Remem-

ber: “Strangers don‟t do ministry, people in relationship do!”   

Looking forward the seeing you in worship or wherever we share in the work of Christ! 

In God‟s love, 

 

Pastor Sotello V. Long     

Regional Minister 

 

Upcoming Events: 

May 21-22: Bible School Convention @Zion Pilgrim Christian Church, Ridgeville 

May 16&23:  Pentecost Special Day Offering 

May 27-30: District Fellowships 5th Sunday 

May 31:  Traditional Memorial Day (office closed) 

June 7-11:  Camp and Conference Week #1 

June 12: Assembly fellowship day @ Camp Christian  

June 14-18:  Camp and Conference Week # 2 

June 20: Father‟s Day & Juneteenth Celebration 

June 23-27: Quadrennial Assembly, Greensboro NC 

June 27: National Hispanic and Bilingual  

Fellowship Day  

July 4: Independence Day 



 

By now I've probably met most of you, but for those I haven't, my name is Brad 

McDowell and I have been serving Rhett Avenue Christian Church as Pastor for two 

years now. I'm originally from Nashville, TN. My wife Lisa and I are expecting our 

first child this September, and we just found it that it will be a boy! I'd like to take 

this chance to tell you a bit about the active ministries we are undertaking here at 

Rhett. We reach out to our community of Park Circle in North Charleston with 4 or 5 

fun events a year that are free to all our neighbors (each event usually brings in 

around 100 people). We have a Food Pantry that is open to all without requirement, 

from which we weekly provide 2-3 families with two weeks worth of food. We have just opened our doors 

to a local Hispanic church, Iglesia de Dios Hispana, who was searching for a home for their growing min-

istry. In a stewardship of space, our Elders welcomed them to worship in our sanctuary every Sunday 

night. Churches tend to count how many pew seats are filled on Sunday mornings, but I have urged our 

members instead to estimate the number of lives we touch, especially those beyond the wall. Because of 

the incredibly generous hearts and hands we have, those we reach outweigh those who are members five to 

ten-fold. All this ministry comes in addition to our efforts to feed the flock within our own walls. Since I 

began serving alongside these fine folks, our Sunday School attendance has gone from an average of 6 to 

an average of 25. We started a weekly Bible Study from scratch, that has now swelled into a second study 

educating 12-15 people toward a deeper faith. Our worship has become enriched and more lively, and as a 

result of God's great faithfulness we have welcomed close to 20 repeat visitors in 2010. Not bad for a 

church that worships around 35-40. I am proud to serve alongside such wonderful people at Rhett Avenue 

Christian Church. Our status as the best kept secret in Park Circle is under serious threat; the word is start-

ing to get out, and God's Word is starting to spread.  

 

  Profiles In Ministry  

            

Jeannette Jordan is a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.  She is the senior pastor 

of the Church House  0f Ministries Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 

Summerville, South Carolina where the founder is  Pastor Gralin Nix Hampton. 

Psalms 127 verse one says “Except the Lord build the house, its builder's labor in 

vain.” We thank God for building the Church House of Ministries from three 

members to 325 in seven years. We have 33 vital ministries in operation under the 

direction of the Holy Spirit who is our teacher and guide: Seniors ministry, After 

School tutorial ministry, Praise dance ministry, five choirs, Leadership institute, 

and Single parent ministry Education incentive programs for our youth and many 

more that build the lives of the members of our church and the community. We truly praise and thank God 

for every member of our church.  Each one is valued and loved.  We are working as a team to carry out the 

Great commission given by our Lord in the Gospel of Saint Matthew Chapter 28 verses 19-20.  “Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations.  Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you; and surely I am with you al-

ways, to the very end of the age. Souls are being saved, delivered and set free.  God is adding to the 

church. I am humbled and thankful to God for his many blessing.  I give Him the glory for that entire he 

has done, is doing and will do. 

I ask that you pray for me and our church family for we are committed to expressing the love of God 

through service. 



News from Our Region: 

Districts Fellowship Events:  Convention District#1 

meets May 28-30@Alpha & Omega Christian Church 

Bamberg Convention District #2 meets May 23-30 for a 

District Revival@ Zion Pilgrim Christian Church Ridge-

ville let the Revival begin with YOU:Sunday, 

May23,Pastor Johnny Smalls, Monday, May 24, Pastor 

Sotello Long, Tuesday, May 25, Pastor Ken McDonald, 

Wednesday May 26 Pastor Freddie Lawton, Thursday, 

May 27,Pastor Larry Mazyck, Friday, May 28,Pastor Tho-

mas Doctor, Sunday May 30, Pastor Pauline Walker Ser-

vice begin @ 4:00pm on Sundays and 7:00pm nightly 

Assembly District #1 met on April 30, 2010 @ 7:30 pm 

at New Beginning Hosted by Pastor Donnie White as al-

ways he was ready and waiting for us we enjoyed a deli-

cious family dinner around the kitchen table, which made 

it sort of special. As we were having dinner Pastor White 

received a call from the department of social Service about 

an urgent need nearby. So our program changed suddenly 

from talking about Mission to actually doing Mission! A 

young woman with 4 children, whose husband was hospi-

talized in critical condition after only having moved here a 

couple of weeks earlier was is desperate need. And we 

were able to provide her with the things that she was in 

need of. Shared our meal with them and prayed for their 

life situation by Pastor Long. And much thanks to Pastor 

White for the services he renders on behalf of the Chris-

tian Church in SC. Submitted by: Lucille Kinard 

Christian and Bible School Convention: May 21-22 

Rev. Dr. Billye P. Bridges, Director of Christian Educa-

tion for the Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ) in the 

United States and Canada will facilitate this conference 

along with  Sister Valildra A. Berry  SC Regional Chris-

tian Education and Bible School Director .The conference 

is planned to benefit all disciples, not just Sunday School 

Bible Study students and teachers. Pastors, ministers, 

teachers and members, young and old, will benefit from 

this conference, which will focus on the teaching and 

study of the Bible. All positions in the church must follow 

the Bible teaching. Let us unite to prepare for a stronger 

South Carolina within the Christian Church in South Caro-

lina. go to our web page @scdiscples.org for registration 

forms 

To all South Carolina Residents:If you plan to attend 

The 21st Biennial Session of the National Convocation 

July 29 - August 1, 2010 @ the Renaissance® Oklahoma 

City Convention Center Hotel10 North Broadway Okla-

homa City , OK  73102 (405) 228-8000You have been 

extended an opportunity to register at the Local Arrange-

ment Fee of$65:00 This offer is good only until May 31, 

2010. One of the Highlights of the Convocation is the 

Banquet Speaker Bishop Melvin Brown Founder and Pas-

tor of  My Father‟s House Ministry (DOC)  

Ladson SC 

Camp Christian Barbecue News 

On February 26 and 27, 2010, - in the middle of rain, 

snow, wind, ice, etc! – God gave us two perfect Barbe-

cue Days!  Balmy, cool days and frigid all night on Fri-

day! Our special thanks to Rice Patch Christian Church 

crew for building two beautiful new Barbecue Pits, do-

nating the materials and labor and cooking all the 

chickens!  Luray Christian Church for days and weeks 

building the Barbecue Shed and clearing away all the 

debris from tree removal and bad weather damage!  

And to Belvedere Christian Church‟s Hazel Johnson 

and her crew for all the donations of goods and hard 

work!  Many, many thanks to everyone who helped 

make the event a great success!  Those who worked so 

hard to try to finish the new Barbecue Shed in time for 

the event (and almost did)!  Those who raked, swept, 

cleaned, washed and readied the grounds and 

kitchen/dining areas!  Those who put in two intense 

days and a night cooking, serving, and cleaning up the 

mess afterwards!   Thank You to all who baked the 

yummy goodies for the Dessert Table!  And last, but 

certainly not least, our Churches who sent “Start-Up” 

money, everyone who sold tickets and bought Barbe-

cue, and to our faithful non-member friends and fami-

lies for their hard work and support.  Desserts netted 

$294.00 and it looks like net proceeds of the Barbecue 

will be around $3,000.00 when bills are all taken care 

of!  Again, thanks so much for everything and please – 

put the last Friday and Saturday in February 2011 on 

your calendar now for next year‟s Barbecue.  

 

Old Antioch Day: is always celebrated the Sunday 

after Easter each year since 1970 ,the birth of the Chris-

tian church (DOC) in SC is  celebrated with a worship 

service and a picnic –dinner on the grounds of the first 

Church built is SC and is still standing near Allendale 

there was approximately 60 in attendance our guest 

speakers were Rev,Rodolph and May Dixon ,who 

served as missionaries in Peru for over 40 years and 

they shared with us some of life experience  while serv-

ing ,and raising their children in Peru. New Grove hall 

CC Choir provided us with music as we ate dinner and 

making the evening even more special!. and we thank 

all who came help make this program a great fellow-

ship. And the food was delicious. Plan now to attend on 

Sunday after Easter 2011.  



First CC Charleston Present:  

   “Narnia” 

The Peachtree CAST‟s 2010 summer tour will present 

the musical “Narnia,” a delightful musical based on a 

beloved classic, “The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-

robe,” written by C. S. Lewis.  

 CAST (Christian Acting Singing Troupe) is a perform-

ing organization comprised of youth ranging in age from 

13 to 18 years.  This year CAST will be touring the 

Carolinas and Georgia.  Formed by Rev. Nancy Oliver, 

CAST is now in its 26th year and has performed in 27 

states, Puerto Rica and Canada.  

CAST was chosen to perform at a General Assembly of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 1999.  This 

youth drama ministry, through dramatic and comedic 

performances, feeds the spiritual growth of the perform-

ers and involves them in the church‟s outreach as they 

share their faith with others. 

 “Narnia” is a magical story of four children who are 

transported to the wonderful land of Narnia when they 

enter an ancient wardrobe.  Ruling the land is the wicked 

White Witch who keeps Narnia in an everlasting winter, 

but never Christmas.  As Queen, the White Witch turns 

all who betray her to stone.  According to an ancient 

prophesy, the Queen will only be defeated when two 

Sons of Adam and two daughters of Eve journey to 

Narnia.  

 Through the power of the majestic lion, Aslam, the 

White Witch is defeated and spring at last comes to 

Narnia. 

 The story is rich in symbolism of good versus evil and 

hope through the One who triumphs over death. Peach-

tree Christian Church, now in its 85th year, is located in 

midtown at the intersection of Peachtree Street and 

Spring Street, Atlanta, Georgia.   

The church is on the National Register of Historic Places 

due to its magnificent stained glass windows in the sanc-

tuary.  

 The mission of Peachtree Christian Church is to “Share 

Christ, Build Believers and Serve Others.” CAST will 

perform “Narnia” at First Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), Charleston, on Sunday, June 6th at 11:00 am 

Rice Patch CC: Called Rev. Larry Smith to serve 

as their new pastor. He is under the care of The  

Commission of Ministry enrolled in sessions in 

fulfillment of his calling. He is a faculty Staff at 

Charleston Southern University  

Disciples are Expanding the 

TableAgainst the odds of being denied land and per-

mits, Chimiste Doriscar, a Haitian new church planter, 

found a quaint site in Carl, Georgia that had 3.76 acres 

of land and a house. With a loan from Church Exten-

sion, this property became the site of Centre Evangeli-

que La Pierre Angulaire. The house is now converted 

into a sanctuary with more than 100 chairs for the con-

gregation. The church, founded in 2002, is thriving, 

said Doriscar. "Sometimes we have to add more chairs 

for worship. In 2001, New Church Ministry was in-

volved in the planting of two Haitian congregations. 

Since then, of the 640 new Disciples churches started 

in the United States and Canada, 100 of them are Hai-

tian congregations. There is a certain connectedness 

that is shared by those who are part of the new church 

movement. It's a welcoming spirit of Disciples kinship 

that reaches out to embrace all who come to the table 

of worship to be joined together as a family in service 

to God and neighbor. Now more than ever, New 

Church Ministry and all our partners embrace with 

love and support our Haitian families in the United 

States and in Haiti, who were impacted by the earth-

quake on January 12, 2010.We will continue to ex-

pand our reach - planting churches and extending the 

witness to new mission fields. Join the efforts of New 

Church Ministry in Expanding the Table in the United 

States, Canada and right here in your region by sup-

porting the Pentecost Special Offering. This offering, 

divided evenly between your region and New Church 

Ministry, helps to fund recruitment, coaching and 

training of new church ministers, like Chimiste Doris-

car. By Expanding the Table, you and New Church 

Ministry are reaching out to serve multitudes and to 

share God's message in new ways. 

Pentecost offering  is Received on Sunday May 16 & 

23,2010 

NAPAD: North American Pacific/ Asian Disciples  

16th  Biennial Convocation  will be held in August 4-

7,2010@ Seattle University 901 12th Avenue, Seattle 

Washington   

http://www.disciplesmissionfund.org/SpecialDayOfferings/PentecostSpecialDayOffering/tabid/480/Default.aspx


 

PENSION FUND OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHDISCIPLES OF CHRIST)NEWS RELEASE 

Connie Inglish Accepts Call to the Pension Fund 

Connie S. Inglish has accepted a call to join the staff of the Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) effective May 17, 2010 as Director of Employer Services.  In announcing the call, James P. Hamlett, Presi-

dent, stated that Ms. Inglish is an ideal fit for the Pension Fund and will bring a wealth of work experience and 

training to further our ability to carry out our ministry.  In this position, she will work intentionally to connect with 

local, area and regional ministries to advocate for clergy and other church professionals to participate in the pro-

grams and services of the Pension Fund.  As deployed staff, she will assist in creating networks of support through 

clergy colleague groups, workshops, area/regional workshops, retreats, etc.In announcing the call, James P. Ham-

lett, president of the Pension Fund stated, “As part of the Pension Fund‟s commitment - „for the sake of the minis-

try,‟ we seek to be more proactive in our care, support and service to clergy from „acceptance of the call‟ until they 

are „called from labor to rest‟.  Connie‟s gifts and experience will enable the Pension Fund to achieve a higher level 

of service and support." Connie has served Disciples of Christ related organizations for the last fourteen years, most 

recently as the Senior Stewardship Director for Phillips Theological Seminary.  As a lifelong member of the Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ), she has participated on numerous boards and committees engaged in local, re-

gional and general church ministries. Connie earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology/Social Work from 

Phillips University, Enid, Oklahoma and a Master‟s of Business Administration from Wichita State University, 

Wichita, Kansas.  Her husband, William (Bill) Inglish, is the pastor of Disciples Christian Church, Bartlesville, 

Oklahoma.   They have one adult daughter, Angela. The Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

serves the financial needs of ministers and lay employees of the Church through the Pension Plan, Tax Deferred 

Savings, Church wide Health Care, Delta Dental insurance, Accident Insurance and retirement planning.  The Pen-

sion Fund manages assets in of $2.4 billion on behalf of Plan members and program participants. It is one of ten 

Christian Church Foundation: Foundation Creates two zones in the West  to better serve-

donors,congregations,regions,and other ministry partners, the Christian Church Foundation is dividing the West 

Zone into two zones: Mountain West Zone and Southwest Zone.Dr. Don Sarton will continue to serve as vice 

president from his office in Colorado Springs, CO and Rev.Marilyn Fiddmont previously assistant vice president 

in the South Central Zone will now serve as vice president of the Southwest Zone from her office in Huston, TX. 

Foundation President Gary Kidwell  said The Foundation maintains zone offices so that we can be both accessible 

and responsive to the needs of our donors and investors. This new configuration will enhance our ability to serve 

congregations and ministry partners in the western states. 

Assembly Fellowship Day ---  On Saturday June 12th, 2010 from 10:00am to 2:00 pm, the Assembly churches of the 

Region will be gathering at Camp Christian for a day of worship, fellowship,  conversation.   We pray that you will 

join us as we renew old friendships, make new friends and  discuss how we as a group can do our part in achieving 

the Region‟s goal of One Church, One Body.   Lunch will be catered by Hazel Johnson and a free will offering will 

be received to defray the costs for the day.  We hope to see all of you there.  

 



8 Wk Program June14 - August 6  

Registrations   Begins 

                   THURSDAY, APRIL 29th          SATURDAY, MAY 1st  

All campers will enjoy days filled with 

age appropriate curriculum, arts & 

crafts, sport activities & more!  

Camp fee per child:  $40  per week  

This includes meals and admittance to 

off campus sites (e.g. Aquarium, 

Charles Towne Landing, etc.).   

 

Our annual Regional Camp and Conference will be held June 7 -11&14-18, 
2010 at Camp Christian Church, Hampton SC.  

 Your Church Registration packets are in the Mail and we are making plans 

just for you!  



 

òComing Home! 

 

 

 

The Barnesõ with Zakumi, the South African Soceer World Cup 2010 Mascot 

 

 

We are looking forward to coming home…South Carolina here we come! We are winding down our time here in 

South Africa, after our second four year term has come to an end. We have spent eight years partnering with the 

United Congregational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA) as development workers.  

As the country is gearing up for the big event of the World Cup, we are heading home. We look forward to sharing 

the lives of our South African brothers and sisters with you in August. If you would like for us to visit your church 

please contact 

Torrie Osgood at 803-419-1044 or at torrieosgood@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

NOTE!     NOTE! 

For the July- August  newsletter, 

The due date for articles is  

July  14,2010 

Please submit any articles, church activities, church 

Anniversaries, etc. to the Regional Church Office at: 

roccsc@aol.com  

We rejoice in sharing the news of God at work 

from our doorsteps to the ends of the earth  

and from the ends of the earth to our doorsteps. 


